
N U R S I N G  A T  W I S C O N S I N

Pre-Nursing Group Advising



N U R S I N G  A T  W I S C O N S I N

Pre-Nursing Group Advising

Introductions
Degree Audit Reporting System (DARS)

Degree Requirements
Parallel Planning

Enrollment Information
Helpful tools

Questions



N U R S I N G  A T  W I S C O N S I N

Important Things!

Peer Advising!

https://students.nursing.wisc.edu/undergraduate-menu/undergraduate-advising/
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Degree Audit Reporting System (DARS)
1. Shows progress toward degree completion

• Real-time snapshot of satisfied, in-progress, and 
needed requirements

2. Uses symbols to depict progress
• Requirement Status: OK, NO, IP
• Sub-Requirement Status: +, -, IP-, IP+
• Key Words: EARNED, IN-PROGRESS, and NEEDS 
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Degree Audit Reporting System (DARS)

1. Run a DARS report by following these 
directions: https://kb.wisc.edu/94056

2. Make sure to run a Pre-Nursing DARS
• You can also run a What-If DARS for other majors

3. Take notes on:
• What you have completed (OK or + symbol)
• What you have not completed (NO or - symbol) 
• What’s in progress (IP, IP+, IP-)

https://kb.wisc.edu/94056
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Admission Eligibility Requirements
1. 54 credits
2. 2.75 cumulative GPA
3. Prerequisite Courses

• Chemistry (requires Math 112)
• Microbiology (requires Chemistry)
• Anatomy
• Physiology (requires Bio/Zoo 101 + Chemistry)
• Psychology
• Sociology
• Human Growth and Development

4. 2.75 prerequisite GPA



Class Search and Course Guide Released
• October 17th

Enrollment Date/Time Released
• November 7th

• View in MyUW/Course Search App

Enrollment Appointments begin November 14th

Final Drop Deadline: November 25th
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Spring 2023 Enrollment Dates



• You must identify a parallel plan (alternative plan) in 
addition to planning for nursing

• Your parallel plan is vital in the event that your 
interests/plans/strengths change or you do not gain 
admission to nursing

• Finish the sentence:
• “If I’m not admitted to nursing, then I’ll…”

• Cross-College Advising Service (CCAS)
• Center for Pre-Health Advising
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Parallel Planning



1. Complete a Parallel Major
• Examples on next slide!

2. Complete a Different Major and Return for a 
Nursing Degree
• Two-year or accelerated degree programs (12−15 months)

3. Transfer to Another Nursing Program
• Research to learn about admission timelines, prerequisites, etc.

Note: Reapplying is not a parallel plan. Reapplying can be part
of a Parallel Plan, but it’s not the plan.
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Possible Parallel Plans



• Health Promotion and Health Equity (HPHE)
– School of Education

• Human Development and Family Studies
– School of Human Ecology

• Psychology/Sociology/Social Work/Spanish
– College of Letters and Science

• Biology/Nutritional Science/Global Health
– College of Agricultural and Life Sciences
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Some Possible Parallel Plans



• GUTS – Bio and Chem guts.wisc.edu 

• UHS
• Writing Center supports writing assignments: 

writing.wisc.edu
• Main office in Helen C. White Hall, but satellite locations in 

multiple dorms on campus 

• Advising.wisc.edu has a comprehensive guide to 
free tutoring and support resources!

• Course Enrollment demonstrations on Registrar’s 
Office website: https://registrar.wisc.edu/demos.htm
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Campus Resources
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Questions?
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