
Program Outline

Attending the New McNair Scholar
Orientation

GRE Training
Network with graduate program in
your field
Present research at national
McNair conference

Apply for graduate funding
opportunities and to at least 6
graduate schools/programs
Attend graduate application
workshops

Attend seminars for transition to
graduate school
Celebrate you and your cohort at
the McNair & DDEEA Graduations

In addition to engaging in faculty-
mentored research (10 hr/wk in
fall/spring; 32 hr/wk in the summer),
attending regularly scheduled
seminars and one-on-one mentoring
sessions with McNair staff, our
scholars engage in the following
scholarly activities: 

Spring 1:

The McNair Summer Research
Experience:

Fall 1:

Spring 2:

What are 
the Benefits?

Up to $2800 research stipend annually
Opportunity to conduct research under
the mentorship of UW-Madison faculty
and researchers
Apply for travel support to present your
research at national conferences
Develop your own identity as a
researcher
Professional development geared for
success in doctoral programs
Build life-long relationships with like-
minded scholars from similar
backgrounds aiming for graduate school

Why Should I Apply to the
McNair Scholars Program?

Deliver professional research presentations
Successfully apply to graduate school 
Sharpen their research skills
Navigating graduate school
Identify graduate programs that "fit" their needs and
interests

The Ronald E. McNair Post-baccalaureate Achievement
Program provides a bridge to graduate education! We support
eligible undergraduates in acquiring the knowledge, skills, and
capacities necessary to navigate the rigors of doctoral studies
successfully. Our cohort-based program immerses scholars in
research and a variety of scholarly activities year-round.
Scholars have opportunities to travel and present at academic
conferences to network with faculty and graduate students
from institutions across the nation. Scholars will recieve
research experience by working closely with and learning from
faculty within their given field. Our regularly scheduled
seminars and workshops train scholars to 
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Contact Us!

McNair Application Season: Late-
August to mid-October

 
Target Decision Date: mid-December

 
We accept applications for new scholars

at the start of each fall semester
through the Wisconsin Scholarship Hub

(WiSH). 
 

We serve 28 scholars annually. Hence,
we recruit approximately 14 scholars per

year. 
 

The application components include a
personal statement, two letters of

recommendation, and first-generation
and income verification forms. 

 
 

I intend to pursue a Ph.D. or Ed.D (professional degrees such as
M.D., J.D., MBA, PharmD, etc. are not eligible)
I plan to enroll in graduate school immediately after graduating
from UW-Madison
I am a low-income AND first-generation college student (neither
parent nor legal guardian completed a bachelor's degree) OR be
a member of a group underrepresented in graduate education
(Black/African American, American Indian/Alaskan Native,
Pacific Islander, or Hispanic/Latine) 
I am a U.S. Citizen or am a permanent resident
I have a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.9
I am enrolled full-time as an undergraduate student at UW-
Madison
I have completed a minimum of 45 credit hours
I have at least four semesters left before graduation (excluding
summers)
I can participate full-time in the McNair Summer Research
Experience or an external institution in the summer before
graduation

Who was Dr. Ronald E. McNair?
Ronald E. McNair was born in Lake City, SC, in 1950. Despite
having an underserved childhood, he was determined to excel in
academic and life. After graduating from Carver High School as
valedictorian in 1967, in 1971 he received his bachelor's degree in
Physics (magna cum laude) from North Carolina A&T University in
Greensboro, N.C. Five years later, he received his Ph.D. in Physics
from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

Nationally recognized for his work in laser physics, Dr. McNair was
one of the thirty-five applicants selected by NASA from a pool of
ten thousand. In 1984, Dr. McNair became the second African-
American to make a flight into space and was a mission specialist
for the space shuttle missions. He was a member of the crew when
the Challenger exploded nine miles over the Atlantic shortly after
takeoff from the Kennedy Space Center in Florida on January 18,
1986. In his memory, members of Congress provided funding for
the Ronald E. McNair Post-Baccalaureate Achievement Program to
encourage low-income, first-generation college students to enroll
in graduate studies.

Dr. McNair exemplified excellence and was the recipient of several
honorary doctorates, fellowships, and commendations. He had a
sixth-degree belt in karate, was an accomplished saxophonist, and
was a dedicated husband and the father of two children, Reginald
Erwin and Joy Cheray.

How Do I Apply?

The McNair Office: 408 Bascom Hall
Email: mcnair@cdo.wisc.edu

Instagram/Facebook:
@uwmadisonmcnair

 
 

Am I Eligible to Apply?

Current McNair
Scholar Sofía
Garcia
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